










 

3151 Airway Avenue, Suite F-110
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
Phone 714-850-1965   
Fax 714-850-1592 
Website www.Coastkeeper.org 

July 16, 2008 
 
 
Attn: Melissa Miller-Henson 
Marine Life Protection Act Initiative 
c/o California Resources Agency 
1416 Ninth St. Suite 1311 
Sacramento, Ca. 95814 
 
 
Re: Nomination of Ray Hiemstra for South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group 
 
 
Dear Ms. Miller-Henson, 
 
Orange County Coastkeeper is a grassroots environmental organization with the mission to 
preserve, protect, and restore the marine environment and watersheds of Orange County.  We are 
pleased to nominate Ray Hiemstra for Orange County Coastkeeper the South Coast Regional 
Stakeholder Group. Ray is the Associate Director-Programs for O.C.Coastkeeper and has been 
working with us to protect our coast for eight years.  Ray obtained a BA in Geography with an 
emphasis in resource management in 1998, and a certificate in Environmental Studies in 2000 
form Cal State Long Beach.  GIS and mapping are an integral part of geography studies and he is 
very familiar with the operation GIS software. 
 
Through managing a variety of marine research projects in Newport Bay and Huntington 
Harbour and work on a kelp restoration project on the Newport Coast Ray has been directly 
involved in documenting marine resource conditions.  In completing these projects, he has 
acquired a wide knowledge of marine resource issues in Orange County.  Ray’s localized 
knowledge of marine resources is balanced with a regional perspective; the issues he has 
addressed with his projects are often local versions of problems that must be dealt with 
regionally. 
 
Ray is involved in all of our public policy work and is often the spokesperson for 
O.C.Coastkeeper at public hearings and events.  Recognized as a go-to person in the 
environmental community in Orange County, Ray is a member of numerous stakeholder and 
technical advisory groups, where he is often the only environmental voice and his ability to 
collaborate with diverse stakeholders to reach consensus is crucial to success.  As such, he has 
developed excellent communication and negotiation skills and has a record of developing 
innovative solutions while sticking to his basic principles. His involvement with local 
organizations includes his position as Facilitator for a coalition of Orange County environmental 
groups known as the Citizen Watershed Monitors of Orange County and attending meetings of 
the Laguna Bluebelt Coalition, Orange County Coastal Coalition and both the Newport Bay and 
Aliso Creek Watershed Stakeholder groups. He also regularly works with groups such as 



 
 

Surfrider International, Heal the Bay, other Keepers and the California Coastkeeper Alliance on 
regional issues. 
 
An advantage to Ray’s participation in so many groups is that he has developed an expansive 
personal communication network.  Ray has the ability to personally reach out to a diverse set of 
stakeholders including divers, elected and local government officials, fishermen, and 
environmentalists throughout Orange County.  Additionally, he can reach an even larger 
audience with the assistance of O.C.Coastkeeper’s communication network. O.C.Coastkeeper 
employs a staff dedicated to getting our message out to the widest possible audience.  Ray will 
have access to our websites, e-newsletter, and Coastkeeper magazine, and will be an advocate for 
the MLPA process and encourage public input through print articles in local newspapers, 
appearances on local radio and TV shows.   
 
Ray is committed to participating in and completing the charge of the Regional Stakeholder 
Group.  He is passionate about the ocean and an avid ocean sports enthusiast.  He has the full 
support of Orange County Coastkeeper and will have all the necessary resources to fully 
participate in all internal and external RSG activities. Rays Contact information is: 
 
 
Ray Hiemstra 
Associate Director-Programs 
Orange County Coastkeeper 
3151 Airway Ave. Suite F-110 
Costa Mesa Ca. 92648 
714-850-1965 office 
714-850-1592 fax 
Email ray@coastkeeper.org  
 
 
 
Sincerely 
 

 
 
Garry Brown 
Executive Director 
Orange County Coastkeeper 

mailto:ray@coastkeeper.org



